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[For the Monitor.] 


ADVICE TO YOUTH ON THE CHOICE OF COMPANY. 


Tue great multitude, in every age, have been regard- 
less of the momentous consequences of life. Serious 
consideration has not marked their actions. Taking no 
prospective view of things in relation to eternity, they 
have consulted only present and personal gratification. 
And, ah, too late, have they awoke from these delusive 
dreams!—too late discovered their fatal mistake. 
There is an importance attached to the actions of men, 
during this short life, which is incalculable. We 
awake in the morning to behold the world, which the 
light of day has restored to our vision; we enter upon 
our accustomed employment, and amid the hurry of 
wordly avocations, or the whirl of vain amusements, 
scarcely pause to take one serious thought of an here- 
after. The day is gone. Darkness again shrouds the 
world, and we retire to rest without either retrospec- 
tion of the past, thanks for favours bestowed, or suppli- 
cation for divine protection. 

Thus passes precious time, till death is come ; 
But, for Eternity, all is left undone. 

To those, who, for a long course of years, have lived 
in this careless and criminal neglect of God and duty, 
my present remarks are not addressed. Their habits 
of sin, by acontinued course of indulgence, have acquir- 
ed a strength, which none but an Almighty arm can 
resist, and nothing but Almighty grace subdue. Deplor- 
able beyond description is the condition of the aged 
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sinner. 'T’o him, the evening of life, when support and 
consolation are most needed, is entirely destitute of eith- 
er. Allis unmingled regret in view of the past; per- 
fect barrenness as to present comfort, while over his 
future prospects there is a cloud of impenetrable dark- 
ness, with which nothing but the moral darkness of his 
own mind can be compared. And all this is but the 
prelude of that misery, which is faintly shadowed forth 
in scripture, by the worm that never dies, and the fire 
that never shall be quenched. 

I have presented this gloomy picture, of which so 
many furnish the sad reality, for the purpose, merely of 
furnishing a dissuasive to the young, from pursuing a 
course of conduct which is attended with such unhappy 
consequences, and which leads to sucha dreadful end. ‘The 
temptations which beset the paths of youth, are many 
and various. From these, they are peculiarly exposed 
to danger. Who that knows the power of temptation, 
and has felt its force, when in all the ardour of young 
aifections, will doubt this truth? Untaught by experi- 
ence, unsuspecting and incautious, the unwary youth 
rashes into the scenes of an ensnaring world. With 
such feelings, and entirely ignorant of human_na- 
ture, he nither anticipates danger, nor is prepared to 
meet it. But as an imaginary security renders any 
situation more hazardous, so in this case the youth is 
doubly exposed. Alas! how many there are, who, com- 
‘mencing life with much promise of usefulness and res- 
pectability, soon contract habits of vice and dissipation, 
become objects of disgrace and misery, and then sink 
into an untimely grave, with unrepented sins, and ag- 
gravated guilt! And on how many of their tomb-stones 
might it be written—This youth destroyed himself by 
associating with the wicked! Orif life is protracted, 
itis only to draw out a miserable existence ; poison 
society with corrupt principles; and at last perish with 
a still greater condemnation! Now all this may be ac- 
connted for on the common principle of cause and effect. 
At an age when the strongest desires are felt for social 
intercourse, the youth steps from the parental roof to 
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enjoy the pleasures of the world. Meeting with a so- 
licitation to associate with those, from whose baneful 
company he has hitherto been restrained by parental 
authority, he replies at first, perhaps, in the negative. 
The solicitation is repeated, and urged with all the 
plausibility and pathos of which those are capable, who, 
in adapting the means to the end, ‘ are wiser than the 
children of light.”” Still the half-suspecting, timid, trem- 
bling youth hesitates, while his conscience, understand- 
ing, and the recollection of pious parental instruction, 
all whisper—no! refuse—refrain—go not in the paths of 
wicked men; turn from them and pass away. But mis- 
ery loves company, and company it will have. The 
solicitation is again repeated, with redoubled importu- 
nity; and at length the deluded youth yields up himself 
to the force of entreaty, and replies, 1 will comply for 
once ; yes! will go.—Go where, mistaken youth? Ah, 
why will you go in that fatal path which has misguided 
thousands! O! why will you thus sacrifice happiness, 
and heaven, and all? Why take the fatal step, which 
it will be so difficult to retrace? Why will you go in ., 
the way of the wicked, which leads down to the cham- 
bers of death, and whose steps take hold on hell? Is 
this * pondering the path of thy feet?” But he goes, 
even as *“ an ox to the slaughter,” “ or as a bird hasteth 
to the snare, and knoweth not that itis for his life.” Yes, 
he joins himself to the company of the ungodly, notwith- 
standing the instructions of parents, the remonstrances 
of conscience, and the warnings of God. And in doing 
this, probably he is undone forever! O! if he had but 
resisted the temptation at the outset; if he had refused 
to yield to the first solicitation, it would have been 
comparatively easy; but it is a poor time to resist the 
assaults of a powerful enemy, when enclosed within his 
territory. The first step in sin necessarily leads to the 
Second, and so on with an increasing ratio, till the last 
takes hold on death. It is easy to set in motion a huge 
rock from the summit of a lofty mountain, and it is also 
€asy to stop its motion at first, but it would require 
immense strength to stop its midway course, and replace 
iton the summit. So it is with the youth who takes 
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one fatal step in sin, a course which is ever accelerated 
by motion. 

‘Have I stated an uncommon case ? and is the descrip. 
tion merely imaginary? No, the case is not an uncom- 
mon one, neither is the one half told in describing it, 

I have known the youth of sober and regular habits, 
in whose mind the principles of our holy religion have 
been early distilled ; who respected religon and feared 
an oath. I have seen this youth leave the parental 
roof, followed by the prayers and tears of his parents. 
And I have afterwards seen him in the great city ; but 
alas, how changed! Here he had formed new associ- 
ates, who had corrupted his principles, and destroyed 
his character. Here he had learnt that religion was a 
glodmy superstition; that it was beneath the attention 
of those who call themselves gentlemen. Here, ina 
word, he had become an infidel in theory, and a profli- 
gate in practice. But what produced this mighty and 
melancholy change? What fatal process has led to all 
this? The unhappy youth himself could tell you, if he 
would be honest, that there was a time, a fatal moment, 
when, tremblingly, he took the first step, which at 
length led him where he now is, and having become 
entangled with wicked companions, he found it next to 
an impossibility to extricate himself. This, I say, if he 
were honest, would be his frank confession, And 0, 
could you stand around his dying bed, you would prob- 
ably hear him exclaim with the deepest anguish—* Un- 
happy, miserable man that Iam! How have I hated 
instruction, and how has my heart despised reproof! 
O, had I but paused and considered, and listened to the 
monitory voice of conscience ! But it is now forever 
too late, andI am eternally undone!” I have known the 
youth too, who was left an orphan in this wicked world, 
with nothing but a large fortune to protect him, which 
is a miserable substitute for parental watchfulness and 
instruction. I have seen him, while pursuing his studies 
preparatory for college, again and again almost persuad- 
ed to be a Christian. I have seen him regular in his 
attendance at the conference and prayer-meeting, and 
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regular also in his deportment. At length he enters 
college ;—there he is led away by wicked, designing 
youth, becomes intemperate and profligate, is expelled 
from college, his character is ruined, and all the hopes 
of his friends blasted! And now, dear youth, for whose 
eternal welfare I write this sheet, [ entreat you shun 
the company of the wicked, as you would a den of deadly 
serpents! Be a companion of all them that fear God ; 
and if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 

A word to those who, having been seduced from the 
society of the pious, and from the paths of virtue, are 
now attempting to draw others into the same vortex oi 
ruin into which they themselves have plunged.—Deluded 
mortals! Why act this unfriendly part? Why seek to 
deprive others of that happiness which you have lost? 
Why conduct as though you thought the misery of others: 
would alleviate your own? Ratherarise with the repent- 
ing prodigal, and retrace your steps to your heavenly 
Father, from whom you have so ungratefully and wicked- 
ly revolted. Repent, return, and believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you shall yet findmercy. But if you 
will still persist in your wicked course; if you will still 
resort to your pleasures, and drown the whispers of con- 
science in noisy mirth; if you will fall asleep in your 
sin, and put off the serious considerations of an hereatter ; 
remember that God has said, “ for all this I will bring 
thee into judgment.” You can now laugh at piety, and 
profane the name of God, and this may serve as an 
opiate to lull you to repose. But 

Say, dreamers of gay dreams ; 
How will you weather an eternal night 
Where such expedients fail ? 
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ESSAY, 
PRAYER WITH CHRIST’S INTERCESSION AND THE SPIRIT’S AID, 


And the smoke of the incense which came with the prayers of 
the saints ascended up before God out of the angel’s hand. 
JOHN. 


Much sublime imagery is used in various parts of the 
Bible. This splendid dress is calculated to excite ad- 
ditional interest in the truths exhibited. But metaphor- 
ical and symbolical language is often difficult to be 
understood, and is frequently misapplied. These re- 
marks are particularly applicable to the prophetical 
scriptures, especially to the Revelation. Many passages 
in this closing book in the canon of Scripture have re- 
ceived as many interpretations as they have had pro- 
fessed interpreters. The reason appears to be, that 
prophecy was not given to direct us in acquiring knowl- 
edge of future temporal events before they transpired, 
but to show us the relation between prediction and 
fulfilment, when viewed retrospectively. 

Respecting the use of figurative and symbolical 
language, when applied to things unseen and spiritual, 
the case is different. Here the most glowing ideas we 
can possess are derived from imagery, and fall infinitely 
short of the reality. ‘Though the precise manner of 
knowing and being known by intelligences in the unseen 
world, be beyond our conception in time, yet we can 
be assured from revelation that certain truths will then 
be rivitted in the soul, and certain affections of a moral 
nature will possess and govera the heart. To sinful 
beings, truths and affections which have most intimate 
connexion with the character and offices of Christ, will 
be found most to affect human characters and circum- 
stances. My object in the selection of Scripture for 
the present theme, was to honour the great Author of 
our salvation, and promote our own edification, by re- 
calling your attention to the subject of prayer, and en- 
deavouring to ascertain precisely the channel through 
which all our prayers should be offered to God. St. John, 
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the Revelator, in his sublime visions, beheld the tverra- 
BLE THRONE, the symbol of Jehovah’s universal moral 
government. Before that throne stood a pure altar, the 
symbol of that worship which is due to him that sitteth 
on the throne, and to the Lamb forever. Cherubim 
and seraphim presented their oblations there with 
indescribable awe, affection, and rapture. Nor were 
angelic oblations the only ones to be presented upon it. 
There the prayers of saints were to be offered. The 
Revelation to John acquaints us how they are there 
presented. ‘* And another angel came and stood at the 
altar, having a golden censer ; and there was given unto 
him much incense, that he should offer it with the pray- 
ers of all saints, upon the golden altar which was before 
the throne. And the smoke of the incense which came 
with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God 
out of the angel’s hand.” 

In the discussion of this subject we proposed to con- 
sidered, 

First, Who the personage is that presents the pray- 
ers of saints to God ; | 

SeconpLy, What he presents with them ; 

Turpty, The necessity that the prayers of sinful 
beings should be accompanied with this incense. 

Who is it that presents the prayers of saints before the 
ineflable throne ? is the First inquiry which occurs for 
our solution. The word angel is commonly used in Scrip- 
ture, as applicable to a created, pure spirit. On this 
account the Roman Catholics have construed this pas- 
sage in the Revelation as supporting their practice of 
invoking the intercession of angels and departed saints. 
But the very letter of the passage forbids this use of it, 
as but one being presents incense with the prayers of 
ALL Saints. We may not therefore multiply our mvTER- 
cessors. ‘The personage who presents the prayers of 
all saints must be dignified. He must be a medium 
between God and creatures. But the most exalted 
created spirit is but a creature. He cannot therefore 
be this medium. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
by uniting the divine and human natures, became, like 
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Jacob’s ladder, a medium of communication between 
the TopLess THRONE and earth. In the prophecy of Isai- 
ah, he is called the ANGEL oF Gop’s PRESENCE. ‘This name 
precisely answers to the station and employment of the 
angel mentioned in our motto. By Malachi, Christ is 
called the Messenger, or angel ot the covenent. As 
such he is the only mediator between God and men. In 
an Epistle of the Revelator, he expressly names this 
advocate with God. ‘My little children, these things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous.” This great advocate, therefore, is the per- 
sonage, through whom the prayers of sinful beings as- 
cend before the eternal throne. St. Paul, when reason- 
ing on the safety of believers in Christ, confirms this 
exposition. ‘¢ Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God’s elect?” says the Apostle. ‘It is God that 
justifieth ; who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 
died; yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us. For through him, we (both Jews and Gentiles) 
have access by one Spirit unto the Father.” Here 
we are plainly taught that prayers and praises to the 
Father should ever be offered through the Son, relying 
on the aids of the Holy Spirit. This is the only way in 
which we can have audience and acceptance in our de- 
votions. Christ himself has affirmed that he is the way; 
that no man cometh to the Father but by him. He 
has likewise directed his people, “‘ ye shall ask in my 
name,”’——“¢ and whatever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 
And now, reader, is not the conclusion irresistible, that 
Christ is the only being in the universe who can receive 
the prayers of saints, and present them before the mercy 
seat? Thus our first inquiry is definitely answered. 
The angel, out of whose hand the incense ascended up 
with the prayers of saints before God, is the angel of 
God’s presence—the Anointed of the Lord, our great 
High Priest, who is passed into the heavens, the one 
Mediator between God and men, and who is the bright- 
ness of the Father’s glory. We proceed, 
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SeconpLy, To consider what he offers, with the 
prayers of all saints—much incense. Incense was much 
used by the Priesthood under the Mosaic dispensation. 
It was a white odoriferous gum, of an oily substance, 
which caught instantly when thrown on fire, and sent 
up an agreeable, rich perfume. When setting up the 
holy tabernacle, Moses was commanded to make an al- 
tar of incense, and overlay it with gold. ‘This was to 
be placed near the vail of the most holy place, and 
Aaron was required to keep the sacred fire constantly 
burning ; morning and evening, each day, sweet incense 
was to be thrown on that altar, that incense might be 
perpetually burning before the mercy-seat. Once in 
the year the high priest was to sprinkle blood on it as 
typical of the atoning blood of the Lamb. The great 
apostle of the Gentiles refers to the Levitical priest- 
hood in explaining the nature of Christ’s priesthood. 
“It was necessary,” says he, “that the patterns of 
things in the heavens should be purified with these; 
but the heavenly things themselves with better things 
than these. For Christ is not entered into the holy 
places made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us. Because he continueth ever, 
he hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is 
able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them. For such an High Priest became us, who is 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens. By him let us there- 
fore offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually ; 
that is the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.” 

From these and many other passages that might be 
quoted, it appears that Christ presents, with the prayers 
of all saints, the incense of his own intercession. Do 
they in his name implore pardoning mercy, he pleads 
his vicarious sufferings and death, the just for the un- 


just, that penitent sinners might receive remission of 


Sins. Do they supplicate the renovating, sanctifying, 
and comforting influences of the Holy Spirit tobe vouch- 
safed to them, and extended to others, our great High 
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Priest pleads his purchase of the gift of the Spirit, to 
convict, regenerate, strengthen, and animate souls. Do 
they pray for his acceptance with God through the 
righteousness of the Mediator, he pleads his perfect 
obedience, even unto the death of.the cross, as that 
robe in which his people may appear with acceptance 
before Infinite purity. Before the Almighty Father, he 
moves our humble suit for temporal, spiritual, and 
eternal blessings: He pleads the covenant of redemp. 
tion, in which it was promised that he should havea 
seed to serve him, that he should see of the travail of 
his soul, and be satisfied. He pleads that those whom 
the Father hath given him may be drawn to him, that 
they all may on earth be sanctified by the word and 
spirit of God, and that at last they may be received to 
those mansions which he has prepared for them, and be- 
hold his glory, a glory which he had with the Father 
before creation existed. In behalf of cumberers of the 
ground, he pleads awhile for the Divine forbearance to 
be extended, but with the express stipulation, that after 
a limited time, if the long-suffering of God did not lead 
to repentance, his own decision would be their destruc- 
tion. How consoling the consideration that he, with 
whom the Father is ever well pleasgd, is continually 
presenting before God the desires of penitence, depend- 
ence, and gratitude, and perfuming them with the in- 
cense of his obedience and sufferings, plead in their 
behalf, that God may be just and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus. This intercession of Christ 
ought to endear him the more to us since it is indispen- 
sable to the acceptance of the prayers of sinful beings. 
This necessity of incense with the prayers of all saints 
was our last proposition. 

Trimpiy. The majesty, justice, and purity of the Al- 
mighty Father required that one without sin should 
make intercession for the transgressors; that they 
should never make mention of their own names oF 
doings, to recommend themselves to the Divine favour. 
The glory of the eternal Son required, that the ransomed 
of the Lord should express and feel the compassion and 
mercy of the Saviour, in suffering, in their room and 
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stead, that they should forever acknowledge these 
truths. all their desires must ascend, and all their bles- 
sings descend through the only Mediator; the only 
name given under heaven among men whereby we 
must be saved. ‘Thus they would be filled with humili- 
ty and rejoiced with gratitude. It is indispensable to 
their acceptance with the Father that the prayers of 
Christians be indited by the Holy Ghost, and presented 
by our Great High Priest, because ignorant, depraved 
beings know not of themselves how to present their 
petitions and praises aright, or for what things it is suit- 
able for them to pray. But the Comforter takes of the 
things of God and reveals needful truths to them; and 
the Beloved of the Father has infinite wisdom for con- 
ducting their cause in the Corrt of heaven. 

Again; all the prayers of Christians on earth are 
mixed with sin, and nothing but holiness can come up 
with acceptance before the immaculate throne. It is 
therefore abundantly manifest that the prayers of all 
saints must ascend before the mercy seat through him 
who is the end of the law for righteouess to every one 
that believeth. St. Paul affirms that Christians are 
washed, sanctified, justified, (and consequently accept- 
ed) in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God. But our subject has less need to be 
expanded than it has to be improved. 

1. By the light of our subject, we learn the nature 
and utility of many rites and ceremonies under the old 
dispensation. They were typical of better things. 
They directed the eye of faith in the pious worship- 
per to the atonement and intercession of an unchange- 
able High Priest. The Epistle to the Hebrews isa 
key of inestimable worth for understanding many types 
and ceremonies of the ritual law. 

2. Our subject teaches us that Christ must be every 
Where present, and possess a mind infinitely capacious, 


| to know the desires of all saints, and to present, with- 


out mistake and without confusion, the millions of pray- 
ers which are daily offered to God through him. But 
omnipresence and omniscience are essential attributes 
of Deity, Christ is therefore truly divine. Hence it 
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is evident, that a denial of his real divinity manifests a 
disbelief of his ability to receive and present before 
the Father the prayers of all saints. 

. 3. Since Christ is the only.medium of access to God 
in prayer, we infer that all pretended religious worship 
is vain, in which the name of Christ is not used nor his 
merits relied on for acceptance. Hence the approaches 
to God of infidels or professed Christians, who deny the 
efficacy and necessity of the atonement and intercession 
of Christ, must be presumptuous oblations like those of 
Korah and his company. All dependence on the inter- 
cession of Mohammed, the Virgin Mary, or any other 
mere creature, is likewise both superstitious and im. 
pious. Nor may we substitute morality for the merits 
of Christ, in our approaches to the throne of grace. 
In one word, every attempt to stretch out our hands to- 
ward the altar of God, except in the way of his ap- 
pointment, partakes of the presumption and guilt of 
Uzzah. For out of Christ ‘* God is a consuming fire.” 

4. From our subject we infer the broad foundation 
which is laid in the Gospel for the safety and comfort 
of true believers in Christ. Is their grand adversary 
attempting to sift them as wheat, they have an all-pre- 
valent Advocate to pray that their faith fail not. The 
consideration of Christ’s intercession inspired the tri- 
umphant language of Paul—‘ For I am_ pursuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Those therefore may 
have “strone consolation who have fled for refuge to 
embrace the hope set before us in the Gospel.” 

Finally. Our subject encourages all to pour out pray- 
er to God, if they are willing to come in the name and 
plead the merits of our Great Redeemer. “ Seeing 
then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast 
our profession. Let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, and let us consider one another 
to provoke unto love and to good works.” 
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INFLUENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 


Tre great mass of mankind are but little sensible 
how much of their present enjoyment is derived from 
the prevalence of the christian religion. Few, compar- 
atively, regard it as the legitimate source of most of 
their temporal blessings, and yet this can be made 
abundantly manifest to every reflecting mind. It is on- 
ly to compare the present condition of Christian and 
Pagan nations, or by the light of history to view the 
condition of ancient Greece and Rome, even when at 
the acme of their civilization and refinement, and this 
truth appears as clear as the meridian sun in a cloudless 
sky. All these benevolent and charitable institutions, 
which now bless and adorn our guilty world, owe their 
existence to the influence of Christian principles. Be- 
fore the Gospel was promulgated, no systematic at- 
tempts were made for the alleviation of human misery ; 
even in those nations, where the greatest advances had 
been made in the acquisition of human knowledge, and 
where human genius soared as high as it ever has done 
since, the poor were sold as slaves; the feeble, the 
helpless, and the aged, were suffered to die unheeded 
and unattended, and often was the wretched victim of 
distress deprived of life, as the only means of relief, or 
a burden not to be borne. In the dark and unblessed 
parts of the earth, such things are witnessed, even at 
the present day. How different is our situation, and 
that of every nation, where the light of divine truth 
has shed its healing and refreshing beams. - Here the 
the attempt is made, and successfully made, to wipe the 
tear from every eye; an asylum is provided for the 
friendless and unprotected orphan, for the lonely and 
aged widow ; hospitals are erected for the comfort and 
the relief of the sick and needy stranger; the poor ure 
Supported at the public expense ; and Charity, clad in 
the robes of heaven, is unwearied in her endeavours to 
find out, and to instruct the ignorant, to visit the prison- 
er, to feed the hungry, and to clothe the naked. As 
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\ 
the famous river Nile fertilizes every spot of the earth 
which is visited by its waters, so, where the Gospel has 
been promulgated and accepted, a rich and unfailing 
stream of mercy flows to bless and ennoble mankind. 
Were there no hereafter, none but a madman or a de- 
mon could wish that the Christian religion should be 
discarded from the world. Of all the institutions which 
owe their origin to Christianity, there are none more 
important in their nature, or more beneficial in their 
consequences, than that of preaching the Gospel. The 
* beneficial effects resulting from the preaching of the 
Gospel may be considered in a political, a moral, anda 
religious point of view; and upon each of these we 
propose at this time to submit a few remarks. 

Before the introduction of Christianity, the rights of 
man were but poorly understood and but little regarded. 
This, for the first time, taught the relations in which man- 
kind stand to each other, and the duties and privileges 
of those relations, and also the solemn truth, so humili- 
ating to the pride of the human heart, that in the eyes 
of God all men are equal, and that to him they were 
all accountable. The obligation of governors and gov- 
erned is now known to be reciprocal. Rulers are com- 
manded to be just men, ruling in the fear of God; to be 
‘‘a terror to evildoers, and a praise to them that do 
well ;” and they are entitled to be, not the lords of his 
heritage, but the mere stewards of his bounty. From 
the fearless preaching of these doctrines by the undaunt- 
ed Luther and his associates, the human mind became 
disenthralled from the fetters in which it had been 
bound, through a long night of darkness, by papal 
tyranny. Most of the civil, and all the religious liberty 
that the British nation now possess, was obtained by the 
clerical dissenters from the Romish and from the estab- 
lished church. They boldly claimed for themselves 
anid for others, that freedom of conscience which the 
Gospel allows, and in thousands of instances, sealed 
with their lives, the truth of the doctrines they pro- 
fessed. In our revolutionary contest, the clergy were 
as forward as any other class of citizens in asserting and 
vindicating the rights of their country. Relying upoa 
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the word of God for the rectitude of their conduct, they 
stimulated their countrymen to resistance ; and the his- 
tory of this momentous period leaves no doubt but that 
the blessing of heaven descended and rested upon this 
rising nation, in answer to their prayers, and as a re- 
ward for their labours. At the present day the preach- 
ers ci the Gospel afford more aid to our government, 
and a safer protection of our rights, than ten thousand 
times the number of armed men. If the virtue of the 
people is the surest basis of a republican form of gov- 
ernment, then the preaching and diffusion of that reli- 
gion which inculcates the highest and only genuine 
species of virtue, must be of indispensable, of incalcu 
lable importance. Laws would be of little avail for the 
protection of person or property, if religion did not add 
her sanction for their observance. The rope of the 
hangman, and the cells of the penitentiary would carry 
no terror to a people forsaking and despising God. 
It is from the influence of religious truth, that in our 
happy land, each one is permitted to sit under his own 
vine and his own fig-tree, with none to molest, disturb, 
or make him afraid. Every one who has had the op- 
portunity for observation, will accede to the justice of 
the remark, that in that part of the community where 
there is the most frequent and most regular preaching 
of the Gospel, there is to be found the most social and 
civil order, and that wherever it is wholly neglected, 
there is to be seen the most vice and the most crime. 
Every real friend-to his country will feel himself bound 
to encourage and support an institution which effects 
so much good, and prevents so much evil; yet it is fear- 
ed, that there are many who hold official stations, and 
would conceive themselves grossly insulted, were their 
patriotism to be questioned, who never visit the sanc- 
tuary, nor countenance by their presence the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. We leave to such the impracticable 
task of reconciling their conduct to their professions. 
[To be concluded.in our next.] 








Old Robert. 


[For the Monitor} 


OLD ROBERT. 


Dunine a visit in the country, I passed a night near 
the Connecticut, in one of those little villages so ele- 
gant and so delightful, which always remind a stranger 
of domestic felicity. Here, said I to myself, as I looked 
on their fertile and highly cultivated farms, and their 
houses which discover so much taste and neatness, here 
if any where in our happy country, society must be mor- 
al, harmonious, and contented; here is that friendship 
of the heart, which commences almost with life, and 
gradually matures by mingling local interests and feel- 
ings with the greater interests of country and of reli- 
gion, till it becomes as immortal as the soul itself, and 
death has no longer any power over it; a friendship 
which looks forward to Heaven for its consummation, and 
receives from this source an intense strength and hap- 
piness. Il imagined that it might be seen in the affec- 
tion of parents for their children, of children for their 
parents, and of neighbouring families for each other. | 
thought that one would find in these families only the 
geverosity of sentiment, and delicacy of taste and moral 
feelings, which are cherished and cultivated by devout 
and ardent souls. 

These were my reflections as the stage rolled over 
their smooth roads the preceding day. Not very early 
in the morning, I was walking with an old inhabitant 
of the village, who assured me that there was a unanim- 
ity of feeling, and a generous kindness among the peo- 
ple. The rich, said he, are benevolent, the poor grate- 
ful, and most of us are happy in our circumstances. 
But come, let us walk beyond that grove; a few steps 
to the right hand of the road lives a negro man, 90 years 
old, perhaps 100, an old pensioner. With his pension 
he lives in African affluence about three months, and 
for the rest of the year he endures African poverty. 
Men sometimes rise suddenly to wea!th, to power, or to 
influence, and fall again, once, and perhaps twice in the 
course of a long life. Not so with this African. Ever 
since he has received his country’s bounty, his affluence 
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and his poverty have returned as regularly as the sea- 
gons. Robert has been well known to all the present 
generation of the village even from their infancy, and 
though he has not been quite the most conciliating 
African that was ever seen, yet he has always been 
treated kindly ; and now when he has become old and 
infirm, the young people are almost daily doing some 
little thing for his comfort and happiness. During a 
revival of religion in thefplace a few years ago, he was 
very anxious. The Holy Spirit had aroused him to a 
most distressing sense of his destitution of holiness, and 
his need of a Saviour; and many pious people thought 
that the negro’s heart had, in his old age, become re- 
generated; that, at last, hopeless as he had so long 
seemed to be, the prayers of the older inhabitants of 
the village, who had one by one all gone down to their 
graves in peace, yet not till they had prayed much and 
earnestly for Robert, were now at last answered in the 
salvation of this old servant, who had for this very pur- 
pose outlived them all. His conduct, while his pension 
lasted, for these three or four years past, however, has 
shown but two plainly, that in his practice he was not 
much altered. We were now at the door of a miserable 
log hut, in a rocky and desolate place, a small distance 
from the road. 

My companion opened the door gently, without 
knocking, for he knew that Robert was dangerously 
sick, and we discovered that the clergyman and his lady 
with several young people from the village, having an- 
ticipated us in their morning visit, had all knelt down, 
and the clergyman, in a very low voice, was fervently 
interceding with the compassionate Saviour; and as we 
kne't down with them, I heard him say, * Show favour, 
and forgive him, whom Thou hast spared so long in 
life. May the prayers which our fathers have offered 
before Thee, come up in remembrance,—may his soul, 
which must so soon appear before Thy awful’ judg- 
ment-seat, be sanctified at this last hour, and appear 
there in peace; and may the Son of righteousness settle 
with a steady and an everlasting radiance upon it.” The 


prayer was short, for it was evident the old man could 
ox 
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not give his attention long, even to a prayer for him- 
self. When we had all silently risen from our worship, 
I noticed that the room and its furniture had the ap- 
pearance of having been long familiar with extreme 
poverty. Many a tedious and unhappy year, I thought, 
Robert has contrived to wear away in this wretched 
place; and now he is about to ascend from it, and enter 
the temple of everlasting felicity, or pass away down to 
eternal misery. After a short silence, in which, no 
doubt, we were all praying in our hearts, that mercy, 
even at the very last moments of so long a life, might 
bless the dying man, the clergyman said—* Robert, do 
you now hope that you are prepared to die and to be 
happy ? and can you say,‘ Thy will be done?” He re- 
plied with great difficulty, and it was all I heard him 
say, “I hope I can give up the world.” We all soon with- 
drew together; and as we walked slowly back, I thought, 
what has Robert to “ to give up” in the world? He has 
neither friends, nor possessions, nor honours to cling to, 
and if he had, he is too old to enjoy them. Life may 
be sweet to the young :—his feelings may be tenderly 
alive to the interest of this world. Even in poverty 
and obscurity, he may look fearlessly and triumphantly 
forward, and his imagination may sport in the prospect 
of respectability and esteem and happiness,—for though 
the_world is to be a wilderness of disappointment and 
wretchedness to him,—he sees them not—he fears them 
not. The rich may well enough, after a long and-busy 
life, desire to be indulged with a few years, at the last, 
of luxury, of tranquillity, or of benevolence. The man 
of power may resign his dominion with the greatest re- 
luctance, to lay his head low down beneath the clods of 
the valley. The man who has blessed the world with his 
studies, and acquired the reputation of a ‘‘ great genius,” 
may, like Gibbon, desire to live, that he may enjoy the 
applause and affection of the world. ‘These characters 
may all have much of the world to “ give up,” however 
late and distant death may come. But what has Robert 
to “* give up?” ‘The world cares not for him, for no- 
body has ever heard of him beyond his own village,— 
he has no friend to alleviate his loneliness—no wealth 
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for either pleasure or enjoyments,—no power to do the 
world either good or evil; and if he possessed all these, 

et his extreme age would make him miserable in the 
midst of them, unsustained, as it must be, by any 
youthful feelings or prospects. 

What, in all this busy world of happiness and suffer- 
ing, of hope and disappointment, is there left, either 
of enjoyment or hope, for Robert to “give up?’ Oth- 
ers have found it, and may still find it too hard for them 
to give up their real or expected earthly blessings, but 
he has drank off the bitter cup of poverty, obscurity, 
and degradation, to the very last dregs. Has not time 
robbed him of all, so that he has not the smallest thing 
left to give up? In the evening we heard that he had 
civen up his spirit to God who gave it, and was no more 
a being of this world. Rae 





[For the Monitor, ] 


‘* CAN REVIVALS IN RELIGION BE ACCOUNTED FOR ON NATURAL 
PRINCIPLES ?”’ ‘ 


A revival of religion is the conversion of the impeni- 
tent in unusual numbers, or in the language of theory, 
the commencement of holy affections in their hearts. 
But it is a law of our nature, that no affections can be 
excited without the presentation of an object, and that 
these affections always conform to the moral character 
of the mind. 

Accordingly, the holiness of God, contemplated by a 
holy being, uniformly calls forth the affection of holy 
love, while feelings of aversion are as uniformly excited 
in‘ one destitute of holiness. And the more this truth, 
with all its loveliness, is made to bear on his moral 
vision, the more irksome it becomes, until absolute 
enmity begins to stir within him, and show itself ina 
thousand forms. 

Here, then, is the natural effect of the best use of 
the best means in the power of man, toward producing 
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a revival of religion, and yet something totally opposite 
is the common result. Still revivals do sometimes fo]- 
low the exhibition of divine truth. But to say the cause 
is the same when the result is opposite, is subversive of 
all uniformity in the relation of cause and efiect, and 
therefore wholly inadmissible. ‘The means and motives 
may be the same in both cases, but nothing can satis- 
factorily account for the ditference of the result, but the 
supposition that man is the agent in one case; in the 
other, God. 

So philosophy decides. And inspiration, as usual, 
lifts her voice in perfect accordance, and declares that 
every genuine revival, or in her more graphic lan- 
guage, every “turning unto the Lord,” is effected, not 
by the power of truth, not by the ordinary influence of 
God, but by “the exceeding greatness of his power 
toward those who believe.” 

To say then, that all the revivals abroad in the land, 
. whose influence is as lasting, at least, as life, and as 
happy as the wranklings of enmity, exchanged for the 
sweetness of love, can be accounted for on the natural 
principles of sympathy, of nervous affection, or of animal 
magnetism, and that they are exemplified in political 
excitemets, in the enthusiasm of theatres, or in the 
uncontrolable fury of the mob; is to assign a cause 
altogether inadequate and unsatisfactory. For all these 
causes combined, though they may convulse society, 
and revolutionize kingdoms, can never produce holy 
affections in a sinful heart, or any thing like a genuine 
revival of religion. ‘The nature of the case forbids it. 
Besides, the bible denies the efficacy of all such means, 
by asserting that the heirs of heaven are born not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 

To attempt to account for revivals of religion, then, 
on natural principles, is both unphilosophical and 
unscriptural, and betrays an unhappy ignorance of the 
character and effects of the phenomena in question, or 
something little short of absolute hostility to the prog- 
ress of vital godliness among men. H. $. 
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[For the Monitor.] 
AL-MOHDI——-AN EASTERN TALE. 


Every Situation in life has its peculiar and appropri- 
ate enjoyments. The prince must be content in his 
participation of pleasure, to forego the retirement and 
tranquility of the cottage, and the peasant the sumptu- 
ousness and splendour of the palace. ‘The one may 
amuse himself with the innocent prattle of his smiling 
children; the other may listen to the flatteries of his 
courtiers. ‘The one may take pride in the management 
of his fields; the other in the government of his prov- 
inces. ‘The charms of nature in her most retired and 
neglected state, may fascinate the one; the displays of 
genius in the art which breathes, and the eloquence 
which burns, may animate the other. The one receives 
the caresses of a cheerful, happy family ; the other 
the applauses of a flourishing and grateful nation. It 
would be difficult here to determine whose heart is 
best satisfied, and whose cup of enjoyment is fullest, 
that of the prince who reigns in the hearts of many, or 
that of the peasant, who reigns in the hearts of few. 
But it is not difficult to discover that their happiness 
must flow from very different sources. 

Thus with every intermediate state, from the high- 
est to the lowest of human being, all move in different 
Spheres, and experience emotions of pleasure, arising 
from different objects, with which they are conversant. 
It is, however, very uncommon to find those who are 
sensible of these truths. Every one is inclined to think 
that the condition of another is better than his own. 
The peasant desires to be a prince; and the prince, it 
may be, wishes he were a peasant. The man of the 
town longs for the green fields, the rural festivities, and 
the otium cum dignitate of the country; the man ol the 
country covets the rich dwellings, the splendid equipage 
and the fashionable amusements of the town. ‘Thus 
life, in every stage and condition, is a constant state of 
inquietude and desire of change. ‘This arises partly 
rom our uneasiness at the unsatisfactory nature of our 
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present enjoyments, and partly from an illusion by 
which imagination cheats us into a belief, that the fu- 
ture is to be better than the past, by some change of 
circumstances and fortune. Blest is his cottage where 


} contentment reigns. Blest is his bosom where peace 


dwells. 
But how many abandon known pleasures, for those 


which are fancied and unknown. They forget that they 
are now happy and might remainso. ‘They forget that 
very often it isnot the sweetest cup that is the most 
wholesome ; that it is not always the clearest stream 
that is the most salubrious. Poison may be mingled 
with the sweetest beverage, and contagion and death 
concealed beneath the most transparent waters. 

‘‘ How magnificent,” said Al-Mohdi, as he stole early 
from the city, and wandered along the banks of the 
Tigris, “ how magnificent is this capital of my father, 
Al-Mansur, the proud metropolis of the Moslem empire.” 
It was morning, and the perfumes of the Arabian spices 
were wafted by the early breeze. Every thing around 
him seemed to court the smile of the youthful Al-Mohdi. 
The wealth of the East was riding in his harbour. 
Plenty rolled in her abundance upon him from every 
quarter. All was peace and tranquillity throughout his 
dominions. Nota heart in his empire but loved him; not 
a tongue but blessed him; not a knee that would not 
bend to pay him willing homage. The virtues of the 
prince had ennobled the hearts of his subjects. The 
effects of his pacifice disposition were visible in the 
quietude and tranquillity of those whom he governed. 

As he wandered onward, he saw at a distance the 
cottages of the sleeping Arabs. On his right hand roll- 
ed the beautiful Tigris, and on his left, a herd of camels 
were cropping the luxuriance of the valley. Before 
him was a forest in all its wildness and luxuriance; 
and behind him the great, the majestic, the opulent 
Bagdad. Such was the prospect which ravished the 
eye of the transported Al-Mohdi. All was new, as it 
was delightful. He wandered onward unconscious 
whither he was directing his steps. He felt for once 
the happiness of being entirely disencumbered of the 
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retinue of his courtiers, who came daily, not to flatter 
and court his favour, but to pay him their willing hom- 
age, and proffer to him their best services. He was 
now out of hearing of the ceaseless hum of the busy 
city, which at this hour had begun to swarm with 
life. The sun had just shot his first mild rays athwart 
the horizon. Forgetful of the past and unmindful of 
the future, Al-Moh@i gazed with delight and admiration 
on every object presented to his eye. He contemplat- 
ed with transport the scenery around him, and wonder- 
ed that he should so long have remained ignorant of 
pleasures so fascinating, of enjoyment so exquisite. “ Fool 
{ was so long to suffer myself to be incarcerated in the 
royal palace of Irak ; so long to be a slave to parasites 
and sycophants, who come to my table, partake of my 
bounties, and earn an extorted welcome by obsequious- 
ness and flattery. Fool I was so long to deprive myself 
of enjoyment so invigorating, so innocent, so lasting. 

The prince, enslaved to ambition, cherishing an 
insatiable desire for fame, and an unconquerable thirst 
for glory, is the prey of unceasing inquietude. His 
days are spent in the sickening splendor of a court, of 
which he is afraid. His nights are disturbed by wak- 
ing and sleeping dreams of danger, or death. But yon- 
der unambitious peasant knows not disconient. Allured 
by no false dreams of greatness, his mind is tranquil, 
and his peace undisturbed. Far removed from desire 
of renown, he lives greatly independent. The ceaseless 
hum and bustle of a city life do not break in upon his 
repose. Supplied with a competency, he thinks of 
nothing more than to thank that Power who bestows it. 
The benediction of heaven rests upon his mansion. 
Were I an inmate of such a family, never would I quit 
it for all the wealth of Persia, or all the honours of the 
caliphs of the Saracens! Solitude, how charming! 
Who cares for honours which we know to be not worth 
possessing. Who is the Grand Pacha of this whole 
empire? A wretched starvling seated on a gilded 
throne. Who are the learned men of the Moslems? A 
set of wretched inquisitive gapers after trifles. In my 
soul I despise them and royalty itself, Man! What is 
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he? How has Nature made him? How does the 
Prophet teach us? As you see yonder cottager before 
his door, free and independent.” With such wild trans. 
port and enthusiasm did the youthful Al-Mohdi vent the 
emotions which heaved his bosom. 

Thus onward he wandered, unconscious that he had 
any duty that day to perform ; unmindful whither he was 
going or that he should ever wish to return; and wholly 
regardless of any danger which might lie before him. 

He had now entered a dark and extensive forest, 
whose thickets shielded him from the intense heat of 
the sun, which now began to pour down his hotest rays, 
and shed abroad his brighest effulgence. Al-Mohdi 
gazed on every flower as if it had sprung up by 
enchantment ; and listened to the purling brook, as he 
would listen to the music of heaven. He beheld with 
admiration the beautiful cascade as it glided down the 
rude declivity of the steep hill; and was almost petrified 
with astonishment at the sight and sound of the roaring 
cataract. He contemplated the scene with emotions of 
sublimity and grandeur. All things around him allured, 
enchanted, astonished. Having spent his youth in igno- 
ranice of the objects of nature, his bosom heaved with 
wild palpitation at scenes, which to another might not 
have afforded any peculiar interest or pleasure. He 
ran from place to place in search of new objects with 
which to gratify his curiosity. 

[ To be concluded in our next.] 


NATURAL HISTORY OF THE EAGLE—AN EXTRACT. 


In a clear sky, the royal eagle soars to a geat height, 
but he flies lower in cloudy weather. He rarely quits 
the mountains to descend into the plains; and his muscu- 
lar force enables him to encounter the most violent 
winds. When Raymond had reached the summit of 
Mount Perdu, the highest of the Pyrenees, he perceived 
no living creature Lut an eagle, which passed above 
him, flying with inconceivable rapidity in direct oppo- 
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sition to a furious wind from the south-west. When far 
aloft, and no longer disternible by the human eye, its 
cry, which in that situation has been compared to the 
squeaking of a puppy, may still be heard; and such is 
the wonderful acuteness of its sight, that from the same 
elevation it will mark a hare, or evena smaller animal, 
and dart down on it with unerring aim. ‘The male and 
female usually hunt together, and the mountaineers 
allege, that the one beats the bushes, and that the other 
pursues the started game. Each pair live in an insulat- 
ed state, establishing their quarters on some high and 
precipitous cliff, at a respectful distance from others of 
the same species, and occasionally interrupting their 
silence by a sharp, piercing, and lugubrious cry. They 
are extremely tenacious of life, whence probably orig- 
inated the eastern notion, that they possessed the power 
of renewing their youth. Keysler alludes to an indi- 
vidual, which lived a hundred and four years at Vienna, 
though in a state of confinement. Nor is it less re- 
markable for enduring abstinence, especially when de- 
prived of exercise; for one, taken from a fox-trap,. 
refused food for five weeks, when it was killed. Redi 
likewise informs us that he kept two alive, the one for 
twenty-eight, and the other for twenty-one days, with- 
out food. In old age, individuals of this species become 
more or less hoary, or partially of a pure white; and 
similar changes are induced by disease and protracted 
captivity or hunger. From their solitary and domi- 
neering habits, they keep all other birds of prey ata 
distance from their haunts, and delight in combats and 
rapine ; but they seem to be averse to carrion, and to 
disdain the insults of weak and petty animals, attacking 
and bearing away lambs, kids, young gazelles, &c. 
Their strength chiefly resides in the beak, talons, and 
Wings ; and there is scarcely any animal that is a match 
for them, as they are capable of giving the most terri- 
ble annoyance without much danger to themselves, in- 
somuch that a single flap of their wing has struck a man 
dead in an instant. Unless taken when quite young, 
they are scarcely to be tamed. In the depth of winter 
they sometimes descend from the mountains and take 
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refuge in the forests, as in those of Orleans and Fontaine- 
bleau. When they regale on their mangled prey, a dirty 
bluish liquor, secreted from peculiar glands, has been 
observed to ooze from the nostrils, and, flowing along 
the beak, to enter the mouth, where it may possibly 
assist in preparing the due concoction of the food. It 
would appear, however, from the experiments of 
Spallanzani, that their breath is not foetid. In Scotland 
they are still destructive of deer, which they seize be- 
tween the horns, and soon subdue by incessanily beating 
the harassed quadruped with their wings. In the island 
of Rume, according to Pennant, they have nearly extir- 
pated the stags; and in Shetland they are general 
plunderers, robbing the rock-birds, especially gulls and 
cormorants, of their young. In the Orkneys, the nest of 
a pair has been observed on the same spot from time 
immemorial. Another pair seem to have once bred 
in Tintholm, one of the smallest of the Faroe islands, 
according to the testimony of Landt, who relates the 
iollowing distressing incident. Aneagle one day darted 
.on an infant who was lying at a little distance from its 
mother, and carried it to its nest, which was placed on 
a rock so steep towards the summit, that the boldest 
bird-catchers had never ventured to climb it. The 
mother, however, contrived to ascend it; but she ar- 
rived too late, for the child was dead, and its eyes torn 
out. Again, in the year 1737, in the parish of Norder- 
hougs, in Norway, a boy, upwards of two years of age, 
was running from the house to his parents, who were 
at work in the fields at no great distance, when an eagle 
pounced on him, and carried him off in their sight, in 
spite of all their screams and efforts. Anderson, in his 
History of Iceland, asserts, that in that island children 
of four or five years of age have experienced the same 
cruel fate; and Ray mentions, that in one of the Ork- 
neys an infant of a year old was seized in the talons of 
an eagle, and conveyed about four miles to its eyry; 
while the mother, knowing the spot, pursued the bird, 
found her child in the nest, and took it home unhurt. 
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GENEROSITY OF THE LION. 


“¢] nave been assured,” says Chenier, in his Presen 
State of Morocco, “‘that a Brebe, who went to hun 
the lion, having proceeded far into a forest, happened 
to meet with two lion’s whelps, which came to caress 
him. The hunter stopped with the little animals, and, 
waiting for the coming of the sire or dam, took out his 
breakfast and gave them a part. ‘The lioness arrived 
unperceived by the huntsman, so that he had neither 
time or courage to take his gun. After having some 
time looked at the man, who was feeding her young, 
she went away, and soon after returned with a sheep, 
which she brought and laid at the huntsman’s feet. 

‘‘ The Brebe thus become one of the family, took the 
occasion of making a good meal, skinned the sheep, 
roasted part, and gave part to the young. ‘The lion in 
his turn came also; and, as if respecting the rites of 
hospitality, showed no signs of ferocity. Their guest, 
the next day, having finished his provisions, returned, 
and came to a resolution never more to kill any of these 
noble animals, the generosity of which he had so fully 
proved. He caressed the whelps on taking leave of 
them, and the lion and lioness accompanied him until 
he was safely out of the forest.” 

Many other examples are recorded of the generosity 
of this animal. The keeper of the museum of beasts 
in the Tower of London, once fell asleep beneath the 
paws of the lion after having sported with him some 
time, while some repairs were going on in his cell. 
When found by his friends, the lion and himself were 
both asleep, with one foreleg of the lion over the keep- 
er’s breast. The alarm was immediately given; but the 
keeper, being aroused as well as the lion at the noise, 
took leave of his companion, having received no injury. 
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LITERARY NOTICE. 


Suppose we saw a company of somnambulists walking 
and sporting on the crumbling edge of a tremendous 
precipice, unconscious of danger, and full of mirth and 
glee; should no efforts be made to rescue them, though 
at the expense of disturbing their gay dreams? Now if 
the Heathen are dreaming away their probation on the 
brink of perdition ; the heart of Christian charity ought 
to throb in view of their circumstances, and the hand of 
benevolence ought to be instantly opened and extended 
to rescue them. In a Sermon delivered before the 
Foreign Mission Society of Boston and the Vicinity, at 
their annual meeting, Jan. 1, 1824, by Rev. Mr. Wisner, 
of the, Old South, the preacher has fearlessly taken the 
ground, that Heathen nations, whether ancient or mod- 
ern, are collectively obnoxious to FTERNAL DEATH, the 
righteous penalty of God’s law against all sin. He ad- 
duces a number of arguments from Paul’s language, and 
follows these with an appeal te the Apostle’s conduct. 
We shall here extract a few sentences in the writer’s 
usual nervous style. After enumerating Saint Paul’s 
efforts, sacrifices, perils, and sufferings to extend Chris- 
tianity among the Gentiles, he adds, ‘“*Now I ask 
whence these painful sacrifices, this unceasing effort, 
in a man of judgment and discretion ?—in a man excited 
and directed, in all his plans and exertions to spread 
the Gospel by the Spirit of God? Did he consider the 
Heathen in no danger? Ah! no. His eye, lighted by 
inspiration, beheld them sinking, to endless woe, as fast 
as, from among them, death multiplied his victims. 
His benevolent soul was moved at the sight, and he 
determined, at all hazards, to endeavor to ‘save some.’ 
With the unparalleled sufferings which awaited him full 
in his view, you hear him say, ‘ None of these things 
move me; neither count I my life dear unto myself, so 
that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry 
{ have received to testify, among the Gentiles, ‘ the 
Gospel of the grace of God. The love of Christ con- 
straineth me; because I thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all prap.? That was the judgment from 
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which his self-denying exertions to spread the Gospel 
among the Heathen sprung; he judged that they were 
all ‘ dead in trespasses and sins,’ and exposed to eternal 
death !” 

By an able and extended appeal to Scripture testimo- 
ny and recent facts, Mr. Wisner then exhibits the dark 
shades of moral degradation which hang over both an- 
cient and modern Pagans, and proves the Heathen deserv- 
ing of condemnation. After this he introduces an objec- 
tor as asking whether he means to assert that none who 
live and die in Pagan lands will be saved, and replies 

“i donot. fam willing to admit the possibility that 
there may be some, even in those regions of midnight 
darkness, so far enlightened by the spirit of God, as 
to be sensible of their guilt and need of a propi- 
tiation for their sins, and to trust in the divine mercy 
to provide such a propitiation, and for its sake to for- 
give andsave them. But that those who die in the guilt 
and pollution of Heathenism, are lost, the investigation 
to which we have been attending compels me. to 
believe.” The preacher then remarks that this was 
equally true 18 centuries ago, but that neither then 
nor now does it afford any excuse for indolence respect- 
ing the spread of the Gospel, the only and the sove- 
reign remedy for their circumstances collectively. 

We must conclude the mere glance we have taken of 
this subject, by expressing our hope that the circulation 
of this elaborate Discourse may impel thousands onwarp 
in their labours of love in behalf of perishing Pagans,— 
and by extracting the impressive appeal with which 
it concludes. 

“I stand before you then, in the name of a Society 
which has for its object the sending of the blessed Gos- 
pel to ‘every nation and kindred and tongue and peo- 
ple’ who need it, to solicit your aid in the benevolent, 
the godlike work. You see what is the condition, and 
what are the prospects of those for whom I plead; the 
condition and the prospects of hundreds of millions of 
your fellow-men, of your brethren, of immortal beings 
like yourselyes. You behold them sunk in degrada- 
tion and wretchedness; you see them hastening, as fast 

g* 
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as the stream of time can carry them, to an eternity of 
woe! In the name of benevolence, in the name of 
philanthropy, I call upon you to contribute to their 
relief. 1 call upon you to contribute liberally and 
promptly; for, behold! while | address you, hundreds 
of these your brethren are closing their probation and 
sinking to endless despair! Are you then actuated by 
the principles of benevolence? Have you the feelings 
of humanity? I wait for your reply.” 


ELEGANT EXTRACTS.» 


WE are happy in the opportunity of presenting to our 
readers a confirmation of the same general views of the 
circumstances of the Heathen, from an interesting and 
eloquent sermon by Rev. Mr. Whelpley of New York, 
preached before the United Foreign Missionary Society 
in May last. 

“¢ Such, brethren, is the moral state of the Heathen, 
that they must perish, unless they can receive remis- 
sion of sin’s, “ through faith in Jesus Christ.” Of the 
Heathen, who live under the light of the gospel, this 
is fearfully true, for—as our Lorp says—without that 
remission they must perish under a deep condemnation, 
because they sin against greater light and privilege. 
And it is equally true of the Heathen far away, who 
never heard the name of Christ—They must perish, if 
we do not send them the gospel. If I did not believe 
ihis, 1 should esteem it a mockery indeed—a prostitu- 
tion of speech and of reason, on an occasion like this, 
to stand up and plead their cause ;—for if there be any 
other way in which they can be saved than “ through 
faith that is in Jesus Christ,” I should at once dismiss 
my fears for you, my hearers, and care little—very 
little, whether my own soul passed into its eternal state 
from amidst the gloom of Paganism or from the bosom 
of Christanity. * * * 

Look over the Heathen world. See what moral 
death and desolation reigns! No star of Bethlehem 
leads them:—no “day-spring from on high” visits 
them :—the throne of the prince of darkness is there :— 
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thousands and millions are still his slaves :—generation 
after generation pour down the stream of time, and 
rush over the verge into eternity’s vast abyss! * * * 
Whatever the panegyrists of Attic potiteness and of 
Roman honour may say, it is yet true, that without the 
light of revelation, no people or nation under heaven 
has ever been civilized; and we may readily believe, 
that without it no nation can ever be truly civilized. 
Well may we compare our state of society with that of 
the western Indians, for example, and attribute the 
amazing difference to the meliorating power of the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ. Now, to gratify the wildness of 
his temper and gain his sustenance, the savage roams 
from the cabin to the river, and from the river to the 
mountain. We would teach him to build a house and 
cultivate his fields. Now, it is his highest ambition to 
kill his enemy in battle nnd drink his blood, or to de- 
precate the wrath of the Great Spirit by abominable 
rites. We would teach him to love his enemies, and 
to worship his God in spirit and in truth. Now, he 
passes through life without any solid comfort, and dies 
without any rational hope, and awakes in a world of deep- 
est darkness. We would teach him to appreciate the 
blessedness and comforts of existence ;—would sustain 
his dying hour with the consolations of piety ; and by 
the grace of the gospel, enable him to say, in view of 
a happy immortality, ‘Lord Jesus receive my spirit.” 





[For the Monitor.] 


Rev. Mr. Wixpvr, , 
Sir—You have expressed a wish to receive com- 
munications from Clergymen who have established Bible 
Classes among the youth under their charge, relative to 
the existing state, regulations, effects, and prospects of those 
invaluable associations. Though it is not in my power 
to say much, yet with the hope of provoking others to 
Say more, I cheerfully comply with your repeated sug- 
gestions in the Monitor. 
The Bible Class in my parish was formed in the course 
of the last summer. Its subscribing members have not 
exceeded fifty-three. A larger number would doubtless 
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have become connected with it but for the local inconve- 
niences of our situation. Our meetings are held once 
in a fortnight, and are attended with a degree of punc- 
tuality that reflects much credit on the members. 

Each meeting is opened and ciosed wiih prayer. 
Three questions (or sometimes only two), from Wilbur’s 
Biblical Catechism, are then answered in the “ word, 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth,” by some member of 
each of the three classes into which the association is 
divided. These in their order form the ground of dis- 
cussion for an hour and a half. I do not mean that this 
discussion is unbroken—for when essays. written by any 
of the members, or mincr questions having a bearing 
upon some general question, are presented, they are 
read, or briefly answered, between the remarks made 
on the stated questions of the evening. 

Another exercise, which I have found useful, and 
which it is believed will become much more so, is the 
propounding of questions occasionally, to be answered 
by any member, on the discussions of a preceding meet- 
ing, e. g. The subject of divine inspiration, treated un- 
der the 5th question in the Text-book ; the questions 
stated are, What is inspiration? [s there more than one 
kind of inspiration? Why are not the Apocryphal books 
to be received as inspired? &c. The obvious effects of 
a short recapitulation of this kind are, enliving the at- 
tention—fixing it more deeply on the main discussions 
of the evening, and impressing anew on the memory a 
train of thoughts that might otherwise be lost. 

In regard to the effects of this system of instruction, 
though it is not yet my privilege to record the triumphs 
of grace among this precious band of youth, with whom 
J pass some of the most pleasant hours of my life, still 
it is allowed me to say, that they are more and more 
endeared to my heart, at every successive meeting— 
that their attention, respect, and affection indicate an 
increasing attachment on their part to the privileges of 
religious instruction, and inspire the strong hope, that 
ere long they will hear the voice of the Spirit as well 
as of the bride, saying, “Come.” It is a pleasant cir- 
cumstance, and should be recorded not for their honor 
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only, but for the encouragement of similar works of 
love among the members of kindred associations, that, 
on the first day of the present year, a committee of this 
Bible-class presented their pastor with twenty dollars, 
to constitute him a life member of the Massachusetts 
Domestic Missionary Society. Such acts of beneficence 
speak well for Bible-classes. 

This plan of instruction was adopted among us with 
much fear and trembling. Local situation and establish- 
ed habits presented obstacles that seemed in prospect 
insurmountable. But through your instrumentality, Sir, 
we were induced to make the attempt, and such a meas- 
ure of success has attended it, that we now feel ashamed 
of our former misgivings ;—and for my own part, aside 
of the claims of duty, I know not what consideration 
would induce me to forgo the pleasure of a semi-month- 
ly meeting with our youth. 

What | have written, Sir, is in haste, aud with all the 
freedom of a private correspondence. You will forgive 
the egotistical style, and make what use of the commu- 
nication you please. Your brother in the gospel. 

Braintree, Jan. 18th, 1824. R. S. Storrs. 

P. S. I ought to have mentioned that members of the 
class are in the habit of taking notes, more or less co- 
pious, every evening, and by this means are enabled to 
review the discussions that have taken place from time 
to time at their leisure. This I regard as an exercise 
of great importance. It not only renders them more at- 
tentive to what is said, but compels the instructer to 
adopt a clear method in the arrangement of his thoughts 
on the given subject. 





SELECT ANECDOTES. 
PERSEVERING INDUSTRY OF AN AFRICAN. 


Yaro, before the American revolutionary war, was 
brought from Africa to the United States, and there 
sold as a slave, to a family who lived near Georgetown, 
on the banks of the Potomac. After many years of hard 
labour and faithful service, his master gave him his 
freedom as a reward. Yaro resolved to be independent ; 
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he toiled late and early, and in the course of a few 
years, amassed a hundred dollars; this sum, which he 
considered as a fortune, he placed in the hands of a 
merchant; but by whose death and insolvency it was 
lost, and the poor African found himself in the same 
situation as when he became free. ‘This affected him 
much; his usual strength had abated, old age was ap- 
proaching, but‘he still cherished the hope of independ. 
ence. He worked all day at fixed wages, and in the 
evening he made nets, baskets, and other articles for 
sale. A few years elapsed, and he was again rich; 
another hundred dollars was the fruit of his toil. This 
amount he deposited in the hands of another merchant 
of Georgetown, but he also became bankrupt. Yaro 
was sad, but his courage and habits of industry suffered 
no change. He again resolved to be independent; he 
renewed his taste for daily labour, which he continued 
without relaxation for several years. He again found 
himself-in possession of another and better fortune, of 
two hundred dollars; by the advice of a friend, who 
explained to him the nature of a bank, he purchased 
shares to this amount in that of Columbia, in his own 
name, the interest of which now affords him a comfort- 
able support. Though more than eighty years old, he 
walks erect, is active, cheerful, and kind. His history 
is known to several respectable families, who treat him 
with attention. Fond of conversation, he often, in 
broken language, thus relates the story of his life. 
‘¢Olda massa ben tink he got all de work out of a 
Yaro bone. He tell a Yaro, go free, Yaro; you been 
work nuff for me, go to work for you now: Tankee, 
massa, Yaro say, sure nuff Yaro go to work for he now; 
Yaro work a soon—a late—a hot—a cold—sometime 
he sweat, sometime he blow a finger. He got a fipper 
ny bit—eighteen pennee—git him to massa to put by— 
put by a dollar till come to a heap. Oh, poor massa 
take sic, die—Yaro money gone—oh, Yaro, go to work 
again, get more dollars—work hard—more dollars—git 
him now to young massa, he young, he no die. Oh, 
young massa den broke—den go away—oh, oh, ob: 
Yaro old for true now. Must work again, worky; 
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worky, get more dollars—git him dis time to all de mas- 
sa—all de massa cant die, cant go away. Oh, Yaro, 
dollar breed now—every spring, every fall, Yaro get 
dollar—chicken now.” 


FOLLY OF SLEEPING TOO LONG. 


His late majesty, George the Third, once ordered 
Mr. S. a tradesman of some eminence in London, to wait 
upon him at Windsor Castle, at eight o’clock “in the 
morning of a day appointed. Mr. S. was half an hour 
behind the time ; and upon being announced, his majes- 
ty said, ‘* Desire him to come at eight tomorrow morn- 
ing.” Mr.S. appeared the next day after the time, and 
received the same command. On the third morning 
he contrived to be punctual. Upon his entrance the 
king said, “*Ob! the great Mr. S. What sleep do you 
take, Mr. S.?”’ Why, please your majesty, [ama 
man of regular habits; I usually take eight hours.” 
“ Eight hours!’ said the king, “that’s too much, too 
much—six hours’ sleep is enough for a man, seven for 
a woman, and eight for a fool, Mr. S., eight for a fool.” 


For the Monitor.) 


Lines sung in the Chapel of Amherst College, March 5, 1823, on 
the death of Mr. Netson Newex, a member of the Freshmen 
Class. T. P. J. 

Come, weeping minstrels, help us sing 
A mourtul solemn lay ; 
O Harp! breathe plaintive from each string, 
Breathe plaintive melody. 
Virtue only never dies, 
Virtue blooms beyond the skies. 


The flower that bloom’d so sweetly here, 
Has perish’d by the blast; 
The brightest prospects youth can rear 
Are destin’d not to last. 
Virtue only never dies, 
Virtue blooms beyond the skies. 




















Poetry. 


Our tribute be affection’s tear, 
While mourning for thy fall ; 
Thy virtues, Friend, make mem’ry dear ; 
Thy mem’ry’s dear to all. 
Balmy winds sigh o’er his grave, 
Sigh through the willows which you wave. 


Fair, splendid shone thy morning sun, 
But rapid was its flight ; 
Bright was its pathway while it shone, 
Serenely sat at night. 
Balmy winds sigh o’er his grave, 
Sigh through the laurels which you wave. 


No costly statue do we raise, 
To blazon forth thy fame, 
Thy virtues we will better praise, 
And praising love thy name 
Balmy winds sigh o’er his grave, 
Sigh through the cypress which you wave. 


While tossing on this billowy wave, 
The rainbow Hope did rise, 
It bends from heaven upon his grave 
And bids us dry our eyes. 
Weeping minstrels, weep no more, 
Newet sleeps in Jesus’ arms. 


O may this rainbow Hope be ours, 
A pledge of Jesus’ love ; 
Then we will quit these earthly bowers 
To meet our Friend above. 
Friendship never, never dies, 
Friendship blooms beyond the skies. 


a 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


W : Z***: Onesimus: M: B: Pater: G: and [ota have 
been received. The notice of our intention to publish 
a letter we had received on the subject of Plagiarism, 
having answered the purposes ‘which the letter itself 
was intended to answer, we ahall omit it. 





